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Abstract

The present article is devoted to the analysis of euphemistic substitutions used in political discourse and having
a particular place in mass media texts. Such studies are quite urgent because of the constant changes in the current
political situation and the importance of reflecting these transformations in modern language. The purpose of this arti-
cle is to study euphemisms in terms of their functioning in American political discourse. To achieve the goal, the fol-
lowing objectives were set: to study the concept of political discourse from different points of view, to demonstrate the
veiled meaning of statements used in political texts of the media and American politicians’ speeches, and to consider
methods of influencing the mass consciousness of native speakers. The study is based on the ability of euphemisms
not only to neutralize negative values according to generally accepted political correctness but also to change the
meaning of the statement in order to achieve the necessary communicative effect. It is taken into account the phe-
nomenon of euphemia having been studied in sufficient detail from different angles. With the aim of finding out how to
use implicit influence through political euphemisms it was provided an overview of the mass media such as USA To-
day, The Washington Post, The New York Times, CNN International. It was revealed that euphemisms are able to
hide true meaning and thereby have an impact on the opinion of society, so they can be used as manipulative lan-
guage means directing the audience’s attitude towards certain things in the desired way.
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Pestome

Hacmosiwas cmambsi nocesiwieHa aHanu3y 38(heMUucmuYecKux 3aMeH, UConb3yeMbiX 8 Noaumu4eckom ouc-
Kypce u 3aHumarowjux ocoboe mecmo 8 mexkcmax cpedcme maccosoli uHgopmayuu. lNodobHozo poda uccnedosa-
HUs1 00CMamoYHO akmyaribHbl 8criedcmeue MoCMOsIHHbIX U3MeHeHUl mekywel nonumudeckoli 06cmaHo8KU U 8ax-
HOCMU ompaxXeHusi amux mpaHcgopmayuli 8 COBPEMEHHOM f3bike. Llenbio daHHOU cmambu s18715iemcsi u3yyeHue
38QHEMU3MO8 C MOYKU 3PEHUST UX (bYHKUUOHUPOBAHUS 8 aMepUKaHCKOM nonumu4yeckom ouckypce. [ns docmuxxeHusi
amou uenu bbinu nocmasneHs! credyruwue 3adadqu: ulyyums KOHUENMUUIO nosiumu4ecko2o OUCKypca ¢ pasiudHbiX
moyeK 3peHusi, MPoOeMOHCMpPUPO8amb 3agyasniupo8aHHOe 3Ha4YeHUe ymeepKO0eHul, UCMob3yeMbiX 8 nonumuye-
CKUX mekcmax cpedcme Maccosoll UHGhopMayuU U 8bLICMYNIEHUSIX aMepuKaHCKUX MOUMUKOS, a makxe paccmMom-
pemb MemoOb! 8IUSIHUSI HA Maccogoe CO3HaHue Hocumernel si3bika. MiccriedosaHue 0CHO8aHO Ha CriocobHocmu 38-
pemMu3mMo8 He MosibKo Helimpanu3oeams ompuyamerbHble 3HayeHUs 8 coomeememeuu ¢ obwenpuHsamou nonaum-
KOPPEKMHOCMbIO, HO U U3MEHUMb CMbIC/ 3asieneHusi 05151 0ocmueHusi Heobxo0uMo20 KOMMYHUKamueHo20 3¢b-
ekma. MpuHSIMo 80 8HUMaHUe sieneHue 3shemuu, u3y4eHHoe 0o0CcmamoyYyHO MoOPO6HO Nod pasHbiMU yenamu. C
Uerbio 8bISICHEHUST OKa3aHUsI HesI8HO20 8/1USIHUSI HA Macco8oe CO3HaHUe C MOMOWbO MOMUMUYECKUX 38(heMuU3Mo8
6b11 MposedeH aHanu3 38¢heMuCmMUYeCcKUX 3aMeH, 8bIMONHEHHBIU Ha OCHO8e 8bI60PKU MEeKCmMo8 u3 cpedcme Macco-
eol uHgpopmayuu, makux kak USA Today, The Washington Post, The New York Times, CNN International. BbisicHu-
J10Cb, 4YMO 38GheMU3Mbl MO2YM CKPbI8amb UCMUHHBIU CMbICIT C MOMOWbIO Makux Memooos, Kak HernosHoe rnpedo-
cmasrieHue UHgopmayuuu, coeMeweHUe peanbHOCMU € NpednonoXxeHUsaMuU u Oombicriamu, 3adepxka nodaqu
hakmos, 3asedoMo HesepHasi uHgopmayusi u Op. Takum obpa3om, ssghemucmuyeckue 3aMeHbl MO2ym OKa3bleamhb
enusiHUe Ha 832/1510bl obwecmsa, 8 pe3yribmame 4e2o Moaym 6biMb UCMOb308aHbl 8 KAYECMEe MaHUMyIsimUeHbIX
cpedcme A3blka, MeM caMbIM Hanpaessisis MHeHue rosydamerneli UHghopMayuu 8 Hy)XHOe pycrio.

Knroyeenbie cnioea: asghemusmbi;, nonumuyeckul GUCKpr; Maccogoe COo3HaHue; rNnoJIuMmKoOpPPeKmMHOCMb; MaHurnyris-
MmueHble cpeOcmsa.

KoHpniukm uHmepecoe: Asmop Oeknapupyem omcymcmeue s18HbIX U MomeHyuasibHbIX KOH(h/IUKMO8 UHMepecos,
cesi3aHHbIX ¢ nybrnukayuel Hacmoswel cmamau.
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Introduction of rights, democratization and the elimina-
tion of discrimination. As a result, the in-
formation field is saturated with lexical units
that veil concepts undesirable in society, of-
ten associated with racial, religious, gender,
cultural and other differences.

The phenomenon of euphemia has been
studied in sufficient detail from different an-

The use of euphemistic substitutions in
modern political discourse is of particular
importance contributing to the observance of
political correctness and mitigating the true
state of affairs. It should be noted that politi-
cal correctness is an integral part of the US
ideology striving for tolerance, the equation
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gles taking into account sociolinguistic and
functional aspects. Scholars such as V.P. Mos-
kvin, J.S. Neaman, Silver C. G, Rees N. A.
[1, 2, 3], and others dealt with the classifica-
tion of euphemisms and their role in the lex-
ical space of language. Previously, we have
already analyzed the definitions of euphe-
misms and their influence on the formation
of value guidelines for native speakers [4].

Materials and Methods

The objective of this work is to study
euphemisms in terms of their functioning in
American political discourse, taking into ac-
count the methods of veiling used in politi-
cal communication in order to reduce nega-
tive connotations and influence mass con-
sciousness.

Methodological apparatus. To achieve
the objective, the following methods were
used: comparative analysis of excerpts from
English-language media: USA Today, The
Washington Post, The New York Times and
CNN International served as material for the
study. The choice of these publications is
explained by sufficient popularity and au-
thority among native speakers. More than
100 texts published during recent years were
analyzed.

Results

Current political situation is the most
relevant place for the functioning of euphe-
misms. This is due to the constant demon-
stration of military capabilities, the represen-
tation of influencing capabilities, and the
strengthening of the rules of public commu-
nication behavior. In this regard, American
political discourse demands detailed study
due to the general knowledge of the events
taking place in the United States that affect
the political situation in the world. The
veiled meaning of euphemistic statements in
American political discourse is determined
by a strategy of evading truth and hiding un-
pleasant phenomena of reality [5].

According to one of the definitions, po-
litical discourse is a collection of any speech
acts used in political debate [6, p. 6]. T. Van

Dijk [7, p. 9] understands political discourse
to mean the interaction of politicians, im-
plemented in the form of government docu-
ments, parliamentary debates, party pro-
grams and speeches of politicians. Some
scholars view political discourse in terms of
its similarity to ideological discourse. So,
according to Yu.A. Sorokin [8, p. 57], polit-
ical discourse is a kind of ideological dis-
course. The difference is that political dis-
course is explicit and ideological - implicit.

Thus, political discourse is character-
ized as an essential part of socio-political
relationships with its complex system of
knowledge and action. At the same time, po-
litical communication is determined not only
by linguistic verbal and non-verbal means
but also by extralinguistic factors that are
due to value characteristics and cognitive
processes that occur in society. Political dis-
course typically includes forms of written
and oral communication such as: public
speaking, political shows, treaties, election
campaigns, newspaper articles, comments
on publications, conferences, interviews, etc.
Thus, in order to study the functioning of
euphemisms in political discourse, varieties
of political communication aimed at a mass
audience are more suitable. This task is of-
ten handled by the media that play a signifi-
cant role in influencing the consciousness of
native speakers.

Political discourse encapsulates certain
ideological views, including the ideology of
political correctness. This linguistic and cul-
tural-behavioral phenomenon originated in
the middle of the twentieth century in the
United States due to the need to find lexical
units suitable for a certain situation, replac-
ing those that offend someone's feelings and
dignity, infringe on rights, put a person in an
uncomfortable position and discriminate
against him against race, gender, social affil-
iation, health restrictions, appearance, etc.
[9]. Politicians and journalists often have to
follow the norms of political correctness in
order to carry out effective communication
which leads to the use of words that distort
objective reality, soften and often replace
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true lexical meanings [10]. As a result, the
speeches of political figures contain linguis-
tic means to hide the negative aspects of the
phenomena of the surrounding world. So, in
the speech of Steve Cohen, a congressman, a
member of the Progressive Faction of Con-
gress, you can notice the camouflage of neg-
ative values using positive assessment lex-
emes: “They have good attitudes and good
instincts and good goals. But they haven't
been legislators, most of them, for a very
long period of time and a lot of them have
been activists and try to get things in other
ways” [11]. However, despite the use of pos-
itive connotations, the presence of implicit
negative connotations hinting at the incom-
petence of other members of Congress is no-
ticeable. As another example, let's give an
excerpt from an article about the assistant to
former US President Donald Trump: “He
earned plaudits for reducing the staff in-
fighting and bringing some semblance of or-
der to a White House where an open door to
the Oval Office symbolized a table of organ-
ization with no clear lines of authority”
[12]. According to the text, we can see that
the president’s staff manager has earned
praise for “earned plaudits”, but then we feel
critical of the situation due to the expres-
sions “some semblance” - a kind of order
and “with no clear lines of authority” - with-
out strong positions of power.

Pre-election political discourse also us-
es veiled subtexts to influence mass con-
sciousness. So, in the political debate for the
post of mayor of New York, one of the can-
didates says the following: “We don't need a
manager, we need a visionary” [13] hinting
that his opponent, who worked as an agency
manager before the election, is not suitable
for the role of head of such a large city. Also
of interest is a quote from The Washington
Post: “...Trump was getting advice about
blocking certification of the election from a
lawyer he had first seen on television and
the president’s actions were so unsettling
that his top general and the House speaker
discussed the nuclear chain of command”
[14], demonstrating an ironically negative

attitude towards former US President Don-
ald Trump. Often in pre-election political
discourse it can found distrust of the statis-
tics received on a particular issue: “The
question is why voters are reluctant to sup-
port the Republicans, and how much we
should read into such data” [15]. According
to the article, voters should not blindly rely
on such an American-respected approval rat-
ing and question the data obtained from a
population survey. Thus, it is covertly im-
plied that statistics may be adjusted to reflect
incorrect information.

At present, the influence of political
correctness on the lexical composition of the
language is obvious. According to D. Adler,
the main trend in modern English is its in-
clusive nature, the desire not to offend any-
one when using any careless word or expres-
sion [16]. Thus, lexical units that go beyond
politically correct views, in order to avoid
infringement of someone's rights, are re-
placed by new “inclusive” concepts.

Political euphemisms are also charac-
terized by the formation of the binary oppo-
sition of “one’s own Vs. other’s”. [17, p. 77].
This contrast is formed on an axiological
basis, having “one’s own” on the positive
side of the scale, and “other's” on the opp0-
site, i.e. negative. Such distribution is highly
inherent in political discourse, within which
conflict situations and foreign policy rela-
tions are implemented. It will be relevant to
give an example of the confrontation be-
tween the United States and Russia, in par-
ticular, during the recent events related to
hacker attacks on American sites. Obvious-
ly, in the texts of the American media, the
US government is on the positive side, while
the Russian one is on the negative side, as
evidenced by the following excerpt from
CNN: “Russia is conspicuously absent from
the meetings as the White House tries to
make progress in bilateral talks with Mos-
cow” [18]. Based on the content of the pas-
sage, Russian representatives are absent
from meetings dedicated to solving the prob-
lem of virus attacks which seems to indicate
disrespect for the North American partner.
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In turn, representatives of the White House
are trying to make progress in bilateral nego-
tiations with Moscow, which, apparently,
should position them in a positive and eval-
uative context. A similar situation is ob-
served in the review of the analysis of data
on the approval rating of the main political
parties of the United States. The party obvi-
ously supported by the publication appears
on the positive side, while opponents are
criticized, which leads to biased coverage of
the election race: “A likely culprit appears to
be the Supreme Court overturning Roe v.
Wade, which has coincided with Democrats’
sudden streak of special-election success.
Another possibility is that the investigation
into the top-secret and other documents
found at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate is
keeping the focus on his own party and its
liabilities — perhaps in some combination
with weak and ideologically extreme GOP
candidates dominating the headlines” [15].

Discussion

An important aspect of the use of eu-
phemisms is their manipulative function
which allows an implicit influence on mass
consciousness. We agree with S.G. Kara-
Murza [19] that the manipulative function in
this case is based on the following tech-
niques:

* incomplete provision of information
in the case of advertising only a certain part
of the genuine data, as a result of which the
distribution of the reality picture occurs un-
evenly;

* combining reality with assumptions
and speculation, which provokes difficulties
in perceiving the text and separating incor-
rect information from correct information;

+ delayed filing of facts, delaying the
voicing of this state of affairs until this in-
formation becomes irrelevant;

* deliberately incorrect but predictable
news, the content of which meets the expec-
tations of the audience.

Thus, in the process of using euphemis-
tic substitutions in political discourse, which
reveals a certain type of manipulation, the

nature of the perception of denotate changes.
The given examples, taken from media texts,
vividly demonstrated the ability of euphe-
misms to help hide true meaning and thereby
influence the opinion of society. Therefore,
the imposition of political views and as-
sessments of events takes place implicitly
and contributes to the formation of substitu-
tion concepts.

Conclusion

Thus, the examples of euphemization in
political discourse given by us demonstrate
the manipulative function of euphemisms by
means of belittling, hidden or explicit criti-
cism, veiling or softening of negative phe-
nomena, as well as the opposition of “one’s
own Vvs. other’s”. An analysis of American
mass media shows that problems related to
internal government relations, election cam-
paigns, as well as foreign policy issues, tend
to become key topics in newspapers texts.
The latter, in turn, being part of political dis-
course, often embellish reality, adhere to the
rules of political correctness, have an orien-
tating effect on mass consciousness and con-
tribute to the spread of certain views and
ideas.

Consideration of methods of influenc-
ing the mass consciousness of native speak-
ers confirmed that euphemisms can hide the
true meaning using methods such as incom-
plete provision of information, combining
reality with assumptions and speculation,
delay in the submission of facts, deliberately
incorrect information, etc. Thus, euphemistic
substitutions can influence the views of so-
ciety, as a result of which they can be used
as manipulative means of language, thereby
directing the opinion of recipients of infor-
mation on the right track. We can conclude
that the functioning of euphemistic substitu-
tions in American political discourse is due
to the replacement of words or expressions
that do not meet the communicative goals of
the author of the text with more suitable
ones. As a result, there is an exclusion of
direct nomination of phenomena that can
cause a negative reaction, hurt feelings or
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violate the rights of the recipient. Euphe- lative language tools that can direct the au-
misms of this kind are often used as manipu- dience's opinion in the right way.
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